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the city not only as a space for consumption,
but as a consumable product, lies at the
origin of this change.
In Barcelona the tensions of that
era are driven by the 1992 Olympic Games,
when the urban and social fabric of the
city undergoes a process of modernisation
that will pave the way for the so-called
Barcelona model. In the rest of Spain, the
nineties represent the end of the period of
democratic transition and the introduction
of a ‘normalising’ framework as a result of
the country joining the European Economic
Community (EEC). This is a decade of major
events and investment in infrastructures; of
the ‘homologisation’ of the country with the
rest of the world.
In this context, the urgent need to
react in the face of AIDS is behind the fight
for visibility and the creation of common
spaces for care against a background of
concealment and stigmatisation. By bringing
together materials from AIDS Anarchive
and MACBA Study Centre, this first storyline
describes a non-homogenous spectrum of
meanings and representations of the public
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sphere after the AIDS crisis.
collective INVASORIX (detail), Mexico

Under the general name of AIDS
Anarchive, the Equipo re collective
(Aimar Arriola, Linda Valdés and Nancy
Garín) has developed a platform for
research and production based on the
cultural, social and political dimension of
the ongoing HIV/AIDS crisis in Spain and
Chile, as well as on selected case studies
from other Latin American contexts. The
project addresses HIV/AIDS not only as
a medical epidemic, but as a change of
visual, affective and economic paradigm
running parallel to the consolidation of
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Can Stop AIDS at Plaça Salvador Seguí in
the Raval. Directed by Lulu Martorell and
Roger la Puente, in collaboration with César
Melero. Activity to mark World AIDS Day.
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While for the first twenty years the priorities of the HIV/
AIDS crisis were prevention and survival, this project is
aware that living with HIV depends on who you are and
where you live. In Barcelona in 2018, being HIV-positive
does not necessarily imply transmission or dying. Yet reality
can be quite different in other places. In Chile, for instance,
HIV has been declared ‘a national emergency’ due to a new
outbreak of transmissions added to the lack of up-to-date
therapies. While this HIV crisis continues, answers will have
to be found.

Exhibition organised and produced by MACBA Museu d’Art Contemporani de Barcelona. Curators: Equipo re (Aimar Arriola,
Nancy Garín and Linda Valdés). Exhibition design: Roger Adam.
AIDS Anarchive is part of Our Many Europes, a programme by the European museum confederation “L’Internationale” and
co-funded by the Creative Europe Programme of the European Union. The members of “L’Internationale” (Museum van Hedendaagse Kunst Antwerpen; Moderna galerija (MG+msum), Ljubljana; Van Abbemuseum, The Netherlands; MACBA Museu
d’Art Contemporani de Barcelona; Muzeum Sztuki Nowoczesnej w Warszawie; SALT Research and Programs Istanbul and
Ankara; and Museo Reina Sofía, Madrid) and its partners
National College of Art and Design (NCAD), Dublin and
Valand Academy (Gothenburg University) are presenting
Co-funded by the
Creative Europe Programme more than 40 public activities (conferences, exhibitions,
of the European Union
workshops) from now and until May 2022.

macba.cat
Plaça dels Àngels, 1
08001 Barcelona

Exhibition
from 15 November 2018
to 18 April 2019

Horaris
Exhibition open to the public on the ground floor
of the MACBA Study Centre. Monday to Friday,
from 10 am to 7 pm. Holidays, closed

