
 
 

Specials > FONS ÀUDIO 
 
The Specials podcasts focus on projects by artists and 
curators who have some kind of connection to the Museum's 
programming and the MACBA Collection. Conceived as an 
audiovisual project, FONS ÀUDIO is a documentary series in 
which artists from the MACBA Collection talk about their 
work.  

FONS ÀUDIO #33 
Francesc Ruiz 
  
In his exploration of the speculative traces of comics as a cultural form, Francesc 
Ruiz calls up notions such as détournement, desire, fan culture, window, 
vignette, and counter-history. In FONS AUDIO #33 he talks about his projects, 
about the ideological aspects implicit in newsstand displays, and about how 
comics can reorganise the way a city is used. 

 
 

01. Summary 
 
Through an artistic practice that explores the imaginaries of visual culture and 
comics, but is also influenced by other interests such as architecture, humour, 
the ultra-local, and autobiography, Francesc Ruiz (Barcelona, 1971) creates 
stories and then shares them through newsstands, publications, printed panels, 
and scale models. His work probes the endless variables of détournement, and 
examines anomalous forms of distribution based on fan culture characteristics 
like enthusiasm and loyalty.  

Ruiz unearths forgotten characters and authors, and gives them new life through 
semantic repackaging. His research also highlights collective phenomena that 
transform the use images and affect the processes by which desire, identity, and 
dissident subjectivities are formed. From Japanese Yaoi to Italian gay Fumetti by 
way of internet meme culture and Tijuana bibles, Ruiz explores these surfaces 
that compress parody and pornography, copy and difference, information and 
matter, the comic book grid and the geometry of cities. 

The Green Detour and Cairo Newsstand, two of Ruiz’s pieces in the MACBA 
Collection, sum up his work during a residence at the Contemporary Image 
Collective in Cairo, where they were exhibited a few months before the mass 
demonstrations in Tahrir square.  

The Green Detour (2010) is a nine-volume comic that connects several hotspots 
through a journey on foot through the city centre. It invites readers to go for a 
walk and follow the characters in the story, with each new instalment providing 
the coordinates for the following point of distribution. The protagonists – Donald 
Duck, Tintin, Samir, and ‘the Crushed Citizen’ – explain emblematic moments in 
Egypt’s cultural history (with references to imperialism, orientalism, government 
propaganda, and censorship, respectively). As the story progresses the characters 
move through scenarios with strong political symbolism, question their own status 
as characters, and wonder whether it is possible to break free from their authors 
and publishers. 

The second work, Cairo Newsstand (2010), is an installation that mimics the 
morphology of the impromptu newsstands that fill the pavements of Cairo. It 
contains almost 2000 copies of 64 different comics printed daily, which were all 
bought on the same day. Their covers were then modified with a printed image of 
the stones that Cairo newspaper sellers traditionally use as paperweights. The 
stones are given a ‘voice’ and become a kind of community that talks and shares 
their views on the day’s news, the social climate, and their own incapacity to 
move. The work thus breaks down the flow of current affairs and uses parody to 
draw attention to the ideological architecture that underpins the newsstands. 

 
 

02. Timeline  
 
00:29 Origins 
05:25 The Green Detour 
13:05 Cairo Newsstand 
15:53 A newsstand is a city 
18:05 Organizing reality 
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Produced by Roc Jiménez de Cisneros. Interview and 
documentation: Antonio Gagliano. 
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[Francesc Ruiz during the interview. Photo: Gemma Planell/MACBA, 2015]  
 
 

 
21:11 Weird comics 
25:50 Fans are loyal 

 

03. Works by Francesc Ruiz in the MACBA Collection 
 
The Green Detour, 2010 
MACBA Collection. MACBA Foundation  
www.macba.cat/en/the-green-detour-5114 
 
Cairo Newsstand, 2010 
MACBA Collection. MACBA Foundation 
www.macba.cat/en/cairo-newsstand-5113 
 
 

04. Related links 
 
Francesc Ruiz website  
www.francescruiz.com/index.html 
 
‘Focus: Francesc Ruiz’, in Frieze Magazine  
www.frieze.com/issue/article/focus-francesc-ruiz1/ 
 
The Green Detour comic book 
www.francescruiz.com/the-green-detour-1/publication.html 
 
“Las aventuras de Tintín en el arte contemporáneo”, in El País 
elpais.com/diario/2011/12/26/tendencias/1324854001_850215.html 
 
 

05. Credits 
 
Produced by Roc Jiménez de Cisneros. Voice: Lucrecia Dalt. Documentation and 
interview: Antonio Gagliano. Recorded with Beyerdynamic MC 930, a Tascam 
DR-100 recorder and edited with Ableton. 
 
 

06. License 
 
2015. This podcast is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License. 
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