
 
 

Specials > FONS ÀUDIO 
 
The Specials podcasts focus on projects by artists and 
curators who have some kind of connection to the Museum's 
programming and the MACBA Collection. Conceived as an 
audiovisual project, FONS ÀUDIO is a documentary series in 
which artists from the MACBA Collection talk about their 
work.  

FONS ÀUDIO #28 
Joan Fontcuberta 
  
Joan Fontcuberta (Barcelona, 1955) is a photographer, critic, teacher, curator 
and historian. His body of work makes up a veritable meta-photographic essay on 
the uses of the image and its perverse mechanisms of manipulation and 
consumption. In FONS AUDIO #28 Joan Fontcuberta talks about his formative 
years, about the processes by which photography is incorporated into the art 
world, about post-photography, and about his works in the MACBA Collection.  
 
 

01. Summary 
 
Some photographers use a camera to explore the world. Joan Fontcuberta prefers 
to explore the camera itself in order to decipher the world that it will give us.  
In 1978, he earned a degree in Information Sciences from Universitat Autónoma 
de Barcelona. By then, Fontcuberta’s eyes were already well attuned to the tricks 
of advertising images, given that his father ran an agency that he had visited 
regularly since he was a child. Both systems of representation –documentary and 
advertising– struck the young artist as deceitful. So after a brief foray into 
photojournalism, he threw himself into researching the ways in which the 
photographic medium could help him to deconstruct the illusion of realism and 
truthfulness presented by the media. 
 
All of this took place in Barcelona when the city had just emerged from Franco’s 
dictatorship, as a restless generation of photographers struggled to lay the 
foundations for a new photography rooted in conceptualism, critical discourse, 
and the post-modern spirit, in keeping with the kind of work that was being 
produced in other parts of Europe and the United States. Aside from Fontcuberta 
there was Josep Maria Casademont, Toni Catany, Manel Esclusa, Pere 
Formiguera, Jordi Guillumet, Manolo Laguillo and Humberto Rivas, to name a 
few; photographers whose multidisciplinary efforts –they were artists, teachers, 
historians, publishers and promoters– raised Spanish photography to a new 
cultural, artistic and institutional status. It was the time of the Jornades 
Catalanes de Fotografia, Primavera Fotográfica de Barcelona, and the magazines 
Nueva lente and Photovision (co-founded in 1980 by Fontcuberta, who was its 
Editor in Chief until 2001).  
 
Since then, Joan Fontcuberta’s work has continued to challenge the authenticity 
of images and their capacity to represent and take the place of the real world, 
while at the same time questioning the always porous boundaries between reality 
and fiction. Fontcuberta is interested in the social roles of photography, the 
public use of images, information overload, and the processes for knowledge 
production and transmission processes. And he analyses these operations by 
activating a critical, parodic discourse intended to activate the spectators’ 
awareness and analytical capacity, offering spaces for reflection and doubting. 
Fontcuberta maintains that doubting is a tool of the intelligence.  
 
His use of photomontage, collage, and other image-manipulation techniques in 
the eighties and nineties –in works such as Herbarium (1982), Fauna (1989), 
Sputnik (1997) and Milagros & Co (2000)–, gave way, at the turn of the century, 
to the use of new technologies and digital tools –Googlegrames (2005), 
Deconstruir Ossama (2007) and Monumentalalbum (2012)–. 
 
From the late eighties, Fontcuberta’s work has been regularly exhibited at 
galleries and museums around the world, including Museum Folkwang in Essen, 
MoMA in New York, the Art Institute of Chicago, IVAM in Valencia, MNAC in 
Barcelona, Parco Gallery in Tokyo and Fotografins Hus in Stockholm.  
His theoretical texts include Estética fotográfica (1982), El beso de Judas. 
Fotografía y verdad (1997), Ciencia y fricción. Fotografía, naturaleza y artificio 
(1998) and La cámara de pandora. La fotografí@ después de la fotografía  
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[Joan Fontcuberta during the interview. Gemma Planell/MACBA, 2014]  
 
 

 
(2010), which earned him Spanish Ministry of Culture’s National Prize for Essay 
in 2011. He has also won the 1998 National Prize for Photography and the 2013 
Hasselblad Award for his career. 
 
 

02. Timeline  
 
00:54 Catalan photography in the seventies and eighties: from the counterculture  
         to the art institution.  
05:59 Fauna (1989) – Introduction. 
08:33 Fauna – Precursor: Herbarium (1982). 
11:52 Fauna – A Darwinist photo-novella by Joan Fontcuberta and Pere  
         Formiguera. 
14:48 Fauna – Dragons, monsters, harpies, and other specimens from traditional  
         culture. 
16:06 Fauna – Fauna at the Zoological Museum. Between science and fiction. 
19:20 Fauna – Fauna at the art museum. Between artwork and document. 
21:26 Fauna – You mean you haven’t seen flying elephants? New forms of  
         contemporary censorship. 
23:02 Constellations series (1993). A game of chromogenic double meanings.  
25:33 Suite Montseny series (1994-1995). Thoughts on authorship. 
27:53 Orogenesis (2003). Tricks of reality; representations of art. 
29:42 Without fiction there is no reality. 
33:10 Responsibility and resistance. 
 
 

03. Works by Joan Fontcuberta in the MACBA Collection 
 
Fauna, 1989  
MACBA Collection. MACBA Foundation.  
www.macba.cat/en/fauna-1659 
 
MN 27 : VULPECULA (NGC 6853) AR 19h 56,6'/ D +22º 43', 1993  
MACBA Collection. MACBA Foundation. Private long-term loan, Barcelona 
www.macba.cat/ca/mn-27-vulpecula-ngc-6853-ar-19h-56-6-d-22-43-1751 
 
Sèrie: Suite Montseny (IV). Cadira I, 1994 - 1995  
MACBA Collection. MACBA Foundation. Long-term loan of Hubert de Wangen 
www.macba.cat/ca/serie-suite-montseny-iv-cadira-i-2831  
 
Orogènesis: Tàpies, Pintura Ocre, 1959, 2003  
MACBA Collection. MACBA Foundation. MACBA Foundation Edition, 2003 
www.macba.cat/en/orogenesis-tapies-pintura-ocre-1959-3824 
  
 

04. Related links 
 
Joan Fontcuberta official website 
www.fontcuberta.com 
 
Joan Fontcuberta at Galeria Àngels, Barcelona 
angelsbarcelona.com/en/artists/joan-fontcuberta 
 
“Prospectives postfotogràfiques”, lecture by Joan Fontcuberta, as part of the 
Moments fascinants de la fotografía: una historia en imatges programme at 
Virreina Centre de la Imatge (28 November 2013)  
vimeo.com/80679658 
 
“Joan Fontcuberta. La postfotografía” on La aventura del saber, RTVE (13 June 
2013) 
www.rtve.es/alacarta/videos/la-aventura-del-saber/aventura-del-saber-joan-
fontcuberta-postfotografia/1870690/ 
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[Joan Fontcuberta and Pere Formiguera Fauna, 1989]  

 
“Interview: Joan Fontcuberta siempre provocador e intranquilo” on Atención 
obras, RTVE (10 May 2013) 
www.rtve.es/alacarta/videos/atencion-obras/entrevista-joan-fontcuberta-siempre-
provocador-intranquilo/1813567/ 
 
“Joan Fontcuberta: la mirada intencionada” on Retrats, TV3 (23 April 2013) 
www.tv3.cat/videos/5038011/Joan-Fontcuberta-La-mirada-intencionada 
 
Interview with Joan Fontcuberta on TV3alacarta (10 March 2013) 
www.tv3.cat/videos/4495431/Entrevista-integre-a-Joan-Fontcuberta# 
 
Joan Fontcuberta, “Por un manifiesto postfotográfico” in La Vanguardia (11 May 
2011)  
www.lavanguardia.com/cultura/20110511/54152218372/por-un-manifiesto-
posfotografico.html 
 
 

05. Credits 
 
Produced by Lucrecia Dalt. Voice: Lucrecia Dalt and Roc Jiménez de Cisneros. 
Documentation and interview: Dolores Acebal. Recorded with Beyerdynamic MC 
930, a Tascam DR-100 recorder and edited with Ableton Live. 
 
 

06. License 
 
2014. This podcast is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License. 
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