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MEMORABILIA. COLLECTING SOUNDS WITH… seeks to break 
through to unearth and reveal private collections of music and 
sound memorabilia. It is a historiography of sound collecting that 
reveals the unseen and passionate work of the amateur collector 
while reconstructing multiple parallel histories such as the 
evolution of recording formats, archiving issues, the collecting 
market and the evolution of musical styles beyond the 
marketplace. 
 
Each episode in the series is accompanied by an additional 
programme featuring an exclusive music selection by each of the 
collectors. 
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Mix by Eric Isaacson  
 
Eric Isaacson is the owner of Mississippi Records, a devoted 
record shop and label based in Portland, Oregon. The label 
has produced over 150 releases on LP including Indian 
classical vocalist Kesarbai Kerkar, Portland guitar virtuoso 
Marisa Anderson, spirit-channelling Bishop Perry Tillis and 
many more from an increasingly wide range of genres, time 
spans and origins. Isaacson also produces and releases 
compilations on cassette as part of the Mississippi tape 
series and designs striking collage-based artwork for all 
releases. 

 

MEMORABILIA. COLLECTING SOUNDS 
WITH… 
Eric Isaacson. Part II 
 
Eric Isaacson presents a compilation that seeks to capture the magic of home 
recordings. 
 
 

01. Summary 
 
Since I was a child I have always been attracted to the sounds of home recorded 
music over the well produced stuff I was inundated with from radio, TV and the 
backgrounds of grocery stores and restaurants. When I first heard the home 
demos of the radio music I cherished by the likes of the Beatles or Buddy Holly or 
Neil Young, I was taken aback by their directness and intensity. This started a 
lifelong obsession with collecting music that was not produced in a studio 
setting.  
 
Thanks to my local library, I was able to hear great field recordings by the likes of 
Alan Lomax and others. My initial way of collecting this music was to just record 
things I'd borrowed from the library onto cassettes. (I could never afford to 
actually buy records or tapes and still can barely do so) At first I was solely 
collecting recordings of old folk music and blues, but in my later teenage years I 
started to open my ears up to all kinds of home recorded sounds. Genre became 
less and less important to me. Directness and intensity became the values I was 
looking for in music whether it be in punk rock, country, soul, R & B, 
psychedelia, classical or what ever else. Things got weird. 
 
When I started the Mississippi label, I did so with the idea that we would 
champion home recorded music over studio recordings. Most of the artists we 
have reissued music by, originally produced their own recordings at home and 
even pressed and distributed their own records. There’s an ethereal quality to 
these home recordings that I refuse to try to articulate. I’d rather the listener sit 
with this music and try to suss out for themselves why it has power. The more you 
talk about this stuff the more magic it loses... 
    
This mix is all over the board. The theme is simply home recorded music, whether 
by the artist themselves or by field recordists who came over to visit. Some of the 
artists are very well known like Bo Diddley, who would work out his compositions 
at home on tape before hitting Chess studios to record, or Charlie Feathers who 
recorded at home all through his 40 year career using the same equipment... As a 
result you can’t tell the difference between a recording made in 1955 or 1985 
when it comes to Charlie. Some of these artists are not very well known – like 
Scott Dunbar who never left the small town of Lake Mary, Louisiana. Some of the 
artists are stalwarts of the Mississippi label like Michael Hurley, Marisa Anderson 
and Abner Jay.  
    
The point of this mix is to show that the bloated magic sounds of the studio can 
take you pretty far in one direction... ain’t nothing wrong with that studio sound 
when its used right - like on Phil Spector’s genuinely psychotic wall of sound or 
George Martin’s bizarrely perfect rock on the Beatles Revolver album or stuff like 
that. I will grant that a fancy pants studio can achieve some magnificent things 
that a home studio never could. Conversely, home recording can achieve some 
amazing things that a studio never could no matter how hard it tried. Some things 
just can't be manufactured outside the home... 
 
Eric Isaacson 
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[Bruce Haack at his home studio]   

 
 
 

02. Playlist 
 
Daniel Johnston, ‘Grievances’ 
Abner Jay, ‘I’m so depressed’  
Bo Diddley, ‘Prisoner of love’  
Charlie Feathers, ‘Man in love’ 
Human Expression, ‘Outside of it all’  
The Bachs, ‘Minister to a mind diseased’  
John Lee Ziegler, ‘Who’s gonna be your man’   
Marissa Anderson, ‘Hesitation themes’  
Algia Mae Hinton, ‘Cook cornbread for your husband’ 
Willard Artis “Blind Pete” Burrell, ‘Do remember me’ 
Peter Grudzien, ‘Adiago / Broken bottle glass side walks’  
Cookie Gabriel, ‘I’ll never fall in love again’ 
Moondog, ‘Tree trail’ 
Scott Dunbar, Celeste Dunbar, Rose Dunbar, ‘Goin’ back to Vicksburg’ 
Jessie Mae Hemphill, ‘Tell me you love me’ 
Jack Starr, ‘My love for you is petrified’ 
Hasil Adkins, ‘By the lonesome river’ 
Gurdjieff, ‘Anciennes serres grecques’ 
Charlie Jackson, ‘Morning train’ 
Michael Hurley, ‘Wild geeses’ 
Gus Cannon, ‘Lela’ 
Scott Dunbar, ‘Forty-Four Blues’ 
Cast King, ‘Wrong time to be right’ 
Roky Erickson, ‘Right track now’ 
Sun Ra, ‘Enlightenment’ 
Bruce Haack, ‘Nothing to do’ 
 
 
03. Related links 
 
Podcast: MEMORABILIA. Collecting sounds with... Eric Isaacson. Part I 
http://rwm.macba.cat/en/research/memorabilia-eric-isaacson/capsula  
 
Mississippi Community Supported Records – subscription service from 
Mississippi Records 
https://sites.google.com/site/mississippicsr/  
 
Mississippi Records Illustrated Discography (001 to 050) 
http://toto.lib.unca.edu/sounds/miss_records/  
 
Interview with Eric Isaacson in Sound American 
www.soundamerican.org/eric-isaacson-and-mississippi-records 
 
Interview with Eric Isaacson in Analog Edition Zine 
www.everybodytaste.com/2012/07/analog-edition-zine-interviw-with-eric.html 
 
Seven questions with Eric Isaacson  
www.complex.com/city-guide/2011/03/7-questions-with-eric-isaacson-of-
mississippi-records-portland 
 
Eric Isaacson talks to Bill Kouligas 
http://www.dapperdanmagazine.com/1736/its-still-amateur-hour-round-here-eric-
isaacson-talks-to-bill-kouligas 
 
Alan Lomax YouTube channel 
www.youtube.com/user/AlanLomaxArchive?feature=watch 
 
Association for Cultural Equality (custodian of the Alan Lomax Archive) 
www.culturalequity.org 
 
MEMORABILIA. Colllecting sound with... podcast series: 
http://rwm.macba.cat/en/memorabilia_tag/                                              
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04. Credits 
 
Music selection by Eric Isaacson. Edited with Sound Studio.  
 
 
 

05. Copyright note 
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