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FONS ÀUDIO #18 
Erick Beltrán 
 
In his work, Erick Beltrán (1974, Mexico City) reflects on the ways in which 
information is legitimised by manipulating and using discourses from published 
material. In FONS ÀUDIO #18, he talks about the methods and concepts behind 
his project The World Explained, which he carried out in São Paulo, then 
Amsterdam, and in Barcelona as part of The Malady of Writing (MACBA 2009-
2010), and which is currently part of the MACBA Collection. 
 
 
01. Summary 
  
In his previous works, Erick Beltrán had mainly focused on the reinterpretation 
and recycling of overinformation. His contribution to the exhibitions Records and 
Habits (Fundació Antoni Tàpies, 2006) and Alguns llibres d’artistes (Galeria 
ProjecteSD, 2007), for example, had been based on the transformation of 
published information. Beltrán had also worked around this same idea in 2002, 
in an intervention in which he altered a series of newspapers and magazines so 
that the content appeared without punctuation marks, or, in the case of Dutch 
Het Parool, without the letter ‘u’ – which means ‘you’ in Dutch. 
 
But interventions in existing publications are not the only means by which Erick 
Beltrán reflects on the legitimisation and uses of power in the publishing process. 
In The World Explained – which was presented for the first time at the Biennial of 
São Paulo – the artist himself publishes the information he has compiled 
previously, in an ensemble process involving all the participants. Setting up a 
printing press in the exhibition space and carrying out the process in real time, 
he puts together an encyclopaedia consisting of numerous theories of the world 
that come from the non-specialised knowledge of the average person on the 
street. Grounded in the idea of microhistory, he investigates and interprets the 
explanations that are given to him by anonymous people in response to an 
exercise in which they are asked to propose theories about how the world works, 
prompted by a series of questions and concepts proffered by the artist. Out of the 
resulting clash and overlap of theories and concepts, Beltrán manages to publish 
a compendium of explanations of the world, which, given the nature of 
publishing, are legitimised by means of this institutionalised action. 
 
In Beltrán’s own words, the project is, above all, based on ‘research around the 
concept of publishing, with an emphasis on mechanisms that define, add value, 
reproduce, and distribute images in order to create political, economic and 
cultural discourses in contemporary society. It is about how publishing defines 
our world and the power relationships among different groups’. 
 
The recent publishing of the volume has brought the research stage to a close by 
materialising all the information through its publication. It is in this final step 
that the author takes on the legitimising roles wielded by the publishing world in 
the implicit tasks of the selection, inclusion and exclusion of information. 
 

 
02. Timeline  
 
00:25 Modes of knowledge 
01:55 Theories of immediate operation 
02:50 The World Explained, São Paulo, Barcelona, 2008-2009 (I) (1). 
          Information and questionnaire 
05:54 The World Explained, São Paulo, Barcelona, 2008-2009 (I) (2).  
          Encyclopaedia and publishing 
07:28 The World Explained, São Paulo, Barcelona, 2008-2009 (I) (3). Archive 
08:20 Truth, opinion and censorship  
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[Erick Beltrán El Mundo Explicado, São Paulo, Barcelona, 2008-2009 (I), 
2008 – 2009] 
 

 
10:45 Personal and academic knowledge 
13:00 Contextualisation. Previous projects  
17:01 Theories as crossed questions. Graphic representation 
18:22 Microhistory 
20:44 The role of the artist  
 
 
03. Works by Erick Beltrán in the MACBA Collection  
 
El Mundo Explicado, São Paulo, Barcelona, 2008-2009 (I), 2008 – 2009 
MACBA Collection. MACBA Foundation. Gift of María Entrecanales. 
www.macba.cat/es/el-mundo-explicado-sao-paulo-barcelona-2008-2009-i-4427 
 
 
04. Related links 
 
Podcast: Erick Beltrán shares some prominent examples from his personal 
research into archives and libraries 
rwm.macba.cat/en/sonia/erick-beltran-archivo/capsula 
 
Erick Beltrán in Manifesta 8 
www.manifesta8.com/manifesta8.artista?codigo=96 
 
Article about the exhibition by Erick Beltrán and Jorge Satorre in the Joan Prats 
Gallery 
www.a-desk.org/spip/spip.php?article1237 
 
Interview with Erick Beltrán 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgCajQN-mw0 
 
Video: “The world” according to Erick Beltrán 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFmLAteha8g 
 
 
04. Credits 
 
Produced by Enric Puig Punyet. Voice: Lucrecia Dalt and Roc Jiménez de 
Cisneros. Documentation and interview: Enric Puig Punyet. Recorded with 
Beyerdynamic MC 930, a Tascam DR-100 recorder and produced with Logic. 
 
 
05. Licence 
 
2013. This podcast is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License. 
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