
 

Specials > FONS AUDIO 
 
The Specials programs focus on projects by artists and 
curators who have some kind of connection to the Museum's 
programming and the MACBA Collection. Conceived as an 
audiovisual project, FONS is a documentary series in which 
artists from the MACBA Collection talk about their work. This 
series also includes a specific montage devised for radio, 
entitled FONS AUDIO, created from conversations with the 
artists. 
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FONS AUDIO #10 
Ibon Aranberri 
 
The work of Ibon Aranberri (Itziar-Deba, Guipúzcoa, 1969) explores the 
connections between nature and culture, and draws attention to the ideological 
abuses of the land by those in power at any given time. His videos, actions and 
documents eventually crystallise in the form of heterogeneous installations that 
lie somewhere between archive, documentary recording and land art 
interventions. In FONS AUDIO #10 Aranberri talks about (Ir. T. nº 513) zuloa. 
Extended Repertory (2003-2007), a work that is part of the MACBA Collection. 
 
01. Summary 
 
Generationally speaking, Ibon Aranberri can be considered to be part of the 
social, political and cultural context of the Basque country in the eighties. Along 
with artists such as Jon Mikel Euba, Iñaki Garmendia, Asier Mendizabal, Begoña 
Muñoz, Itziar Okariz, Sergio Prego and Xabier Salaberria, he belongs to a 
generation of artists who began their careers with the support of institutions such 
as Arteleku and Consonni; who draw inspiration from countercultural sources 
such as underground film and radical rock – with its particular aesthetic display 
of posters, murals, fanzines and flyers –, and who are dialectically linked to two 
emblematic figures from the Basque Country’s artistic modernity, Eduardo 
Chillida and Jorge Oteiza. But beyond these geographical and generational links – 
and the personal ties that have sprung up among many of them and led them to 
share aesthetic and intellectual interests –, their careers develop along very 
diverse paths. 
 
In Aranberri’s case, research and process are the fundamental factors of his work, 
which lies somewhere between archive, documentary recording and land art 
interventions. Arranberri reflects on the uses and abuses that power imposes onto 
nature and the landscape, and as such exposes the ideologies projected on to 
them. His research is expressed in the form of installations consisting of many 
different formats – video, photography, documentation, maps, drawings, pieces of 
furniture – that give rise to an enigmatic synthesis between documentary 
narrative and sculptural abstraction. Aranberri decontextualises the symbols and 
icons of our culture only to return them to us, charged with new meanings. His 
practice involves resignification based on semantic disruption mechanisms that 
are closer to linguistics than to the visual arts.  
 
(Ir. T. nº 513) zuloa. Extended Repertory is a work in progress. In 2003, 
Aranberri carried out an action in the prehistoric cave of Iritegi (Oñati, 
Guipúzcoa), which consisted of blocking its entrance using a black metal 
structure that left only a small gap so that the colony of bats that lived there 
could get in and out. “Sealing the entrance to my cave did not affect nature, only 
human consciousness (…). It may seem violent, but it isn’t. It only affects our 
image of the sacred. It has a symbolic function,” the artist said.1 Shortly 
afterwards, Aranberri organised a group visit to the site, which he himself 
recorded with a video camera. And since then, he has been gathering scientific, 
historic, archaeological and photographic documentation on the enclave. All of 
these elements form part of an eclectic installation that is updated and redefined 
every time it is presented.  
 
Since 1994, Ibon Aranberri has participated in numerous group exhibitions, 
including Chacun à son goût at the Guggenheim Bilbao (2007-2008), The 
Routines of Resistance at Standard Gallery in Oslo (2007) and Be what you want 
but stay where you are, at Witte de With, Rotterdam (2005). His work was also 
included at the 16th Sydney Biennale (2008), Documenta 12, Kassel (2007) 
and Manifesta 4, in Frankfurt (2002). His most recent solo exhibitions have  
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[Ibon Aranberri during the setting up of the exhibition (Ir. T. nº 513) zuloa. 
Extended Repertory for the exhibition Volume! Works from the collections of 
"la Caixa" Foundation and MACBA, 2011] 
 
 

 

 
been: Organigrama, at Fundació Antoni Tàpies, Barcelona (2011); Gramática de 
meseta, in the Santo Domingo de Silos abbey in Burgos, as part of an exhibition 
programme organised by the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía (2010), 
and Disorder, at the Kunstveiren, Frankfurt (2008).  
 
1 Ibon Aranberri interviewed by Catalina Serra: «La década de Ibon Aranberri», El País (28 
January 2011). Retrieved from 
http://www.elpais.com/articulo/cultura/decada/Ibon/Aranberri/elpepicul/20110128elpepicul_
3/Tes 

 

 

02. Works by Ibon Aranberri in the MACBA Collection  
 
(Ir. T. nº 513) zuloa. Extended Repertory, 2003-2007 
MACBA Collection. Fundació Museu d'Art Contemporani de Barcelona. Repsol 
Foundation Collection 
http://www.macba.cat/controller.php?p_action=show_page&pagina_id=29&inst_id
=22963 
 
(Ir. T. nº 513) zuloa, 2007 
MACBA Collection. Fundació Museu d'Art Contemporani de Barcelona 
http://www.macba.cat/controller.php?p_action=show_page&pagina_id=29&inst_id
=22963 
 

 

03. Related links 
 
Ibon Aranberri. Organigrama, exhibition at Fundació Antoni Tàpies, Barcelona 
(2011) 
http://www.fundaciotapies.org/site/spip.php?rubrique1021 
 
Ibon Aranberri. Gramática de meseta, exhibition at the Santo Domingo de Silos 
abbey in Burgos, as part of the exhibition programme organised by the Museo 
Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía (2010) 
http://www.museoreinasofia.es/exposiciones/2010/ibon-aranberri.html 
 
Conversation between Ibon Aranberri and Nuria Enguita Mayo, UNIA (2009) 
http://ayp.unia.es/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=610&Itemid=45 
 
Ibon Aranberri – Integration, exhibition at the Kunsthalle, Basel (2007) 
http://www.kunsthallebasel.ch/exhibitions/archive/62 
 
Ibon Aranberri at the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao 
http://www.guggenheim-
bilbao.es/secciones/la_coleccion/nombre_obra_ficha_tecnica.php?idioma=es&id_o
bra=128 
 

 

04. Credits 
 
Produced by Ricardo Duque and Lucrecia Dalt. Voice: Lucrecia Dalt and Roc 
Jiménez de Cisneros. Documentation and interview: Dolores Acebal.  
 

 

05. Licence 
 
2011. All rights reserved. © by the respective authors and publishers. Every 
effort has been made to trace copyright holders; any errors or omissions are 
inadvertent, and will be corrected whenever possible upon notification in writing 
to the publisher. 
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