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Although Richard Hamilton (London, 1922) is best known as the father of Pop Art, his
work within this movement is just one small stage in an artistic career spanning over
fifty years and in which he has worked in the most varied fields, styles and techniques,
from engraving to painting, drawing and installations, objects and industrial design, and
during which he has explored the boundaries between art and advertising, design and
mass production.

Hamilton's work began to reach maturity in the mid-1950s, coinciding on the art scene
with the consolidation of such movements as Abstract Expressionism, which he felt
embodied the paralysis of the avant-garde. His reaction was to use his own everyday
experience in his work, enriching his visual culture, working with the cinema, magazines
such as Playboy, Esquire, Look, Design and The Architectural Review and photography
in his attempt to bring content non-existent, he said, in avant-garde painting back
into art.

It was in the 1950s, too, that Hamilton began to manifest his interest in mass culture
products, forming the Independent Group with the likes of Laurence Alloway, Peter and
Allison Smithson and Eduardo Paolozzi and organising exhibitions such as This is
Tomorrow (London, 1956). Other artists, such as Marcel Duchamp, Jean Tinguely and
Joseph Beuys, also exercised a powerful influence on his artistic production, particularly
Dieter Roth, whom he worked with in the 1970s in Cadaquès.

This exhibition, organised in collaboration with the Ludwig Museum of Cologne, features
drawings, paintings, objects and recreations of large installations, such as Fun House,
1956; and Lobby, 1985-87. The exhibition is structured into classical categories, just
as Hamilton himself classifies his work: still lifes, portraits, interiors, exteriors, nature,
religious works, etc., and includes key pieces from 1938 to 2002, such as the series
Solomon R. Guggenheim, 1965-66, or Lux 50-Functioning Prototype, 1979, the
combination of an amplifier designed by Hamilton himself with an object-painting.
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