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What would happen if we separated the artwork
from the museographic context that surrounds
it? How would it help us to perceive the work for
itself, its poetic essence? Would it be possible to
think of museography as a kind of aphasia, a loss
of language? Would it be possible to break up

the dramaturgy of the museum that guides us in
how to move through its spaces, how to register
the artistic experiences they offer us, and how

to apprehend the sensations that emanate from
them? If we assumed that this shift were possible,
what other meanings might arise, allowing us to
interpret the work in a different way, and also to
reinvent the museum as an institution? If that were
within the realm of possibility, could we respond
directly to the will of the work, to its energy and
desire, to its ‘poetic intention™? Martinican poet
and philosopher Edouard Glissant states that the
poem must never deny the “way of the world”:
can the museum put the work of art and the

ways in which it reflects the world at the centre of
everything?

Poetic Intention, which takes its title from
Glissant's book, can be understood as an exercise
in breaking free from the institutional framework,
offering a space for reflection and critique in which
‘art’, both as concept and experience, is presented
as a generative and emancipatory force. This new
approach to the Collection features, in large part,
works acquired in recent years, setting them in
new relationships with the existing Collection,

but it also includes works that are entering the
Museum for the first time, making its history and
context more permeable and open. In this way,

a new history is shaped: one that encompasses
missing elements and focusses on alternative
discourses, common spaces and possible
scenarios, in order to question and redefine the
relationships between artistic practices and their
subjects. As the works are allowed to speak, they
assert their legitimacy, their presence in the world,
what they negate and what they affirm, what they
exclude and what they want us to embrace. Let us
then consider the museum as a place where the
works can ‘be’.

MACBA Collection: Prelude. Poetic Intention is curated by
Elvira Dyangani Ose, Director of MACBA, with Antonia Maria
Perelld, Curator and Head of the Collection; Claudia Segura
Campins, Curator of the Collection; and Patricia Sorroche,
Assistant Curator.
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MACBA app

Enjoy the additional information and audio descriptions of a
selection of works from the exhibition with the MACBA app. It
also gives you detailed information about other exhibitions and
activities, as well as videos, curious facts and all the practical
information you need to visit the museum.

Visits
Saturdays, at 6 pm
Conducted by Avalancha

Free activity. Advanced
booking and more information
at macba.cat.

Opening hours

Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays,

11 amto 7.30 pm

(from 25 June to 24
September, 10 am to 8 pm)
Tuesdays, except public
holidays, closed

Sundays and public holidays,
10amto 3 pm

Saturdays, from 4 to 8 pm, free
admission thanks to Uniglo.

The entrance ticket to the

museum is valid for one month.

Activate it at reception and
come back as often as you like.

Become a MACBA Friend
from €18 a year.

MACBA Friends
Consult exclusive visits for
MACBA Friends at macba.cat.

MACBA

Museu d’Art Contemporani
de Barcelona

Placa dels Angels, 1

08001 Barcelona
macba.cat
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