
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Bouchra Khalili: Between Circles and Constellations, 

an exhibition on orality, our ability to intervene in the production 

of history and the political agency of invisible subjects 

 
►Between Circles and Constellations invites us to reflect on historiographic modes of production 

through the relationship between poetry, orality, the creation of images and the place occupied 

by those who are witnesses to history, through eleven multidisciplinary projects produced by 

Bouchra Khalili (Casablanca, 1975) over the last ten years. 

 

►This MACBA co-production with the Sharjah Art Foundation shows how the histories of political 

resistance, postcolonialism, visual culture, life stories and orality, featured in Khalili's artistic 

practice, generate transformative processes and methodologies that offer other narratives of the 

present. 

 

►The title of the exhibition refers to two essential aspects of Khalili's work. On the one hand, it 

recovers the notion of Al-Halqa, literally ‘the circle’ or ‘the assembly’, a centuries-old tradition of 

storytelling in public spaces in Morocco, seen here as a metaphor for the search for political 

visibility characteristic of the protagonists of The Circle (2023), a sequel to the work The Tempest 

Society that was presented at Documenta 14. On the other hand, the exhibition invites viewers 

to become witnesses to a superposition of narratives in works with an extraordinarily complex 

amalgam of multiple layers, genres and languages transmitting the memory of previously 

suppressed, unacknowledged or undocumented communities. 

 

► The Circle (2023) – a newly produced work thanks to the Sharjah Art Foundation, Luma 

Foundation and Fundació MACBA, and shown here in its European premiere – concludes her 

investigation into the history of the Movement of Arab Workers (MTA) and their theatre groups 

Al Assifa and Al Halaka in France in the 1970s. 

 

► Bouchra Khalili, who exhibited the work Conversation Gardens at MACBA in 2015, is an artist 

with an internationally recognised career: she is currently participating in the 15th Sharjah 

Biennial: Thinking Historically in the Present (7 February – 11 June 2023); she is a finalist in the 

23rd Prix Marcel Duchamp (2023); and is an advisor for the 42nd edition of ARCOmadrid (20–24 

February 2023), which takes the Mediterranean as its central theme. 

 
https://www.macba.cat/ca/sobre-macba/premsa/roda-premsa-bouchra-khalili-entre-cercles-i-

constellacions 
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Barcelona, Thursday, 16 February 2023 

 

Between Circles and Constellations, an exhibition curated by Elvira Dyangani Ose and Hiuwai Chu, brings 

together the projects of Bouchra Khalili (born in Casablanca in 1975, lives and works in Berlin) from the 

last ten years, including film, video, installation, photography and documentary material. Language and 

speech are an essential part of Khalili's investigations and are employed as a powerful form of resistance 

against hegemonic powers. Through a constant dialogue between history and the present, the show 

reflects on belonging, civic action, political agency and the need for what the artist calls ‘radical 

citizenship’. Her proposals invite us to meditate on the complex relationships between poetry, orality, 

theatrical representation as a form of visibility, and on the place occupied by those who are witnesses to 

history. 

 

The exhibition is conceived as a constellation in which works are interconnected through their shared 

reflections on belonging and political agency, as well as through a compilation of key figures from history 

and postcolonial archives, who appear and reappear in the artist’s works as haunting ghosts. In her artistic 

projects, Khalili explores ways to recover what has been suppressed or not documented in hegemonic 

history, weaving together first-person accounts that are rooted in oral tradition as a method of producing 

history. The very title of the exhibition, Between Circles and Constellations, refers to two essential aspects 

of Khalili’s work. On the one hand, to Al-Halqa, literally ‘the circle’ or ‘the assembly’, a centuries-old 

tradition of storytelling in public spaces in Morocco, in which socio-political interests and aspects of 

popular culture are interwoven. Al-Halqa can also be understood as a metaphor for Khalili's practice: a 

multimedia production that combines narratives deployed in multiple layers and genres, in different 

languages and dialects, conveying communal memories and narratives, both historical and present. Al-

Halqa also characterised the protagonists of The Circle (2023), a sequel to The Tempest Society that was 

presented at Documenta 14. At the same time, the exhibition invites viewers to become witnesses to a 

superposition of narratives in the artist’s work, transmitting the memory of previously suppressed, 

unacknowledged or undocumented communities.  

 

An internationally renowned artist, Khalili has exhibited at MoMA (2016), at the Palais de Tokyo (2015), 

the work Conversation Gardens at MACBA (2015) and has participated in Documenta 14 (2017), the 55th 

Venice Biennale (2013), the Sydney Biennale (2012) and the Sharjah Biennial (2011), among others. She is 

represented in the recently inaugurated Sharjah Biennial, and will participate in ARCOmadrid as an adviser, 

together with Hila Peleg, in the programme curated by Marina Fokidis, in which the Mediterranean is the 

central theme. This exhibition at MACBA is centred around a particular question: Who is a witness to 

history? This question runs throughout Khalili's artistic practice and is to be found in the multiple layers 

that make up her projects of the last ten years, and which are brought together for this exhibition: The 

Constellations Series (2011); The Speeches Series (2012–13); Foreign Office (2015); The Archipelago (2015); 

The Tempest Society (2017); Twenty-Two Hours (2018); The Radical Ally (2019); A Small Suitcase (2019); 

The Typographer (2019); The Magic Lantern Project (2022); and The Circle (2023). 

 



PUBLICATION 

 

Bouchra Khalili: Between Circles and Constellations is the publication that accompanies the eponymous 

exhibition co-produced by the MACBA Museu d'Art Contemporani de Barcelona and the Sharjah Art 

Foundation of the United Arab Emirates. The book brings together projects produced by the Franco-

Moroccan artist over the last ten years, including films, video installations, photographs and documentary 

material. The publication also features documentation of The Circle (2023), a video installation that 

examines and reactivates the legacy of the Movement of Arab Workers in France in the 1970s, which is 

being given its European premiere in the MACBA exhibition. 

 

The publication includes essays by critic and curator KJ Abudu; Professor Olivia C. Harrison; the curator, 

writer and educator Övül Ö. Durmusoglu; Elvira Dyangani Ose (MACBA); Hoor Al Qasimi (Sharjah Art 

Foundation); the hip-hop musician Rocé (pseudonym of José Youcef Lamine Kaminsky); as well as a 

conversation between the curator and writer Omar Berrada and the artist. 

 

Khalili's artistic practice explores anti-colonial struggles and the histories of post-colonial liberation and 

solidarity. The artist interweaves historical accounts with life stories to strengthen the political agency of 

subjects made invisible by the model of citizenship and the contemporary nation state. 

 

 

ACTIVITIES 

 

Per amor a les Arts  

Screenings at the Filmoteca de Catalunya 

 

In its seventh edition, MACBA joins Per amor a les Arts, a programme that strengthens the transversality 

between different cultural facilities and institutions. Every Tuesday, from October to June, the Filmoteca 

de Catalunya is hosting film sessions related to painting, theatre, dance, architecture, music, design, 

literature or opera, presented by their creators or other specialists. The aim is to foster links between the 

different artistic manifestations and cinema as a universal language that dialogues with each one of them. 

 

PROGRAMME – 14 February 

Ali au Pays des Merveilles, Djouhra Abouda and Alain Bonnamy, France, 1975, 59 min. Presented by 

Bouchra Khalili. Film selected by the artist, in parallel with her exhibition 

 

Ali au Pays des Merveilles bluntly exposes the situation of immigrant workers in Paris in the 1970s. It is a 

rallying cry against French society where exploitation and racism thrive, and where domination and 

colonial thinking persist. 

 



Per amor a les Arts is a cycle organised by the Filmoteca de Catalunya and the Museu Nacional d'Art de 

Catalunya in collaboration with L'Auditori; Fundació Mies van der Rohe; Gran Teatre del Liceu; Institució 

de les Lletres Catalanes; Mercat de les Flors; Palau de la Música; Biblioteques Públiques de Catalunya; 

Teatre Lliure; Teatre Nacional de Catalunya; Fundació Joan Miró; Foment de les Arts i del Disseny; Museu 

del Disseny de Barcelona; and MACBA Museu d'Art Contemporani de Barcelona 

 

 

 

Bouchra Khalili was born in Casablanca, Morocco in 1975. She lives and works in Berlin. She graduated in 

Film & Media Studies at Sorbonne Nouvelle and in Visual Arts at the Ecole Nationale d’Arts de Paris-Cergy. 

 

Encompassing film, video, installation, photography, printmaking and publishing, Khalili’s practice 

explores imperial and colonial continuums as epitomised by contemporary instances of illegal migration 

and the politics of memory of anti-colonial struggles and international solidarity. Deeply informed by the 

legacy of post-independence avant-gardes and the vernacular traditions of her native Morocco, Khalili’s 

approach develops strategies of storytelling at the intersection of history and micro-narratives. Combining 

documentary and conceptual practices, she investigates questions of self-representation, autonomous 

agency and forms of resistance of communities rendered invisible by the nation-state model. 

 

Khalili has had many international solo exhibitions, including: FFT Düsseldorf (2022); Bildmuseet, Umea 

(2021); Oslo Kunstforening and Fotogalleriet, Oslo (2020); Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (2019); Museum 

Folkwang, Essen (2018); Jeu de Paume, Paris (2018); Secession, Vienna (2018); CAAC, Sevilla (2017); 

Wexner Center for the Arts, Columbus (2017); MoMA, New York (2016); Palais de Tokyo, Paris (2015); 

MACBA, Barcelona (2015); PAMM, Miami (2013). 

 

Her work was also included in collective international showings such as the 2nd Lahore 

Biennial (2020); the 12th Bamako Biennial (2019); BienalSur, Buenos Aires (2019); Documenta 14, Athens 

(2017); the Milan Triennale (2017); the 55th Venice Biennale (2013); La Triennale, Paris (2012); the 18th 

Biennale of Sydney (2012); and the 10th Sharjah Biennial (2011). 

 

She has participated in numerous collective exhibitions in international institutions such as the 

Fondazione Sandretto, Turin (2021); Hammer Museum, Los Angeles (2021); CAM, St. Louis (2021); Art 

Sonje Center, Seoul (2020); Centre Pompidou, Paris (2018, 2020); Kunsthal Charlottenborg, Copenhagen 

(2019); Cardiff National Museum (2018); MAXXI, Rome (2018, 2021); MCA, Sydney (2016); Kunsthaus, 

Zurich (2015); Van AbbeMuseum, Eindhoven (2014); New Museum, New York (2014); Carré d’Art, Nîmes 

(2013); Tropen Museum, Amsterdam (2013); Haus Der Welt, Berlin (2010, 2013); Hayward Gallery, 

London (2012); South London Gallery (2012); Cité Internationale de l’Immigration, Paris (2012); Beirut Art 

Center (2011); Gulbenkian Foundation, Lisbon (2011); Museo Reina Sofía, Madrid (2008). 

 



In 2022, she received the inaugural Terry Riley Humanitarian Award. A nominee of the Guggenheim’s 

Hugo Boss Prize (2018) and the Artes Mundi Prize (2018), she was also the recipient of the Harvard’s 

Radcliffe Institute Fellowship (2017–18), the Ibsen Award (2017), the Abraaj Art Prize (2014), the Sam Art 

Prize (2013), daad Artists-in-Berlin (2012) and the Vera List Center for Art and Politics Fellowship, New 

York (2011–13). 

 

She is a lecturer on Contemporary Art at The Oslo National Art Academy, and a founding member of La 

Cinémathèque de Tanger, an artist-run non-profit organisation. 

 

 

 

 

Bouchra Khalili, Foreign Office, 2015 (vídeo still). © Bouchra Khalili, VEGAP, 2023 

 

 

 

 

■ MORE INFORMATION AT macba.cat and @MACBA_Barcelona 

■ MACBA: Plaça dels Àngels, 1, 08001 Barcelona, 

■ HOURS: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 11 am to 7.30 pm; Saturdays from 10 am to 8 pm; Sundays 

and holidays from 10 am to 3 pm; Tuesdays except holidays, closed. Summer hours from 10 am to 8 pm 

 

■ SATURDAY MACBA afternoon, free admission thanks to Uniqlo 

■ ADMISSION VALID FOR ONE MONTH 
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