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Natural heirs to the Olmecs, the Mesoamerican 
mother culture, the Mixe people have never been 
conquered. The Mixe speak one of the last living 
languages of the Mixe-Zoquean family; from the words 
they speak, the cornfields they cultivate, the stories 
they tell and the rites they perform, a world emerges 
that no-one, neither initiates nor neophytes, will be 
able to recover. However, this is not to imply their 
world has been destroyed or annihilated. It remains 
as an immanent resistance in all the things that the 
Mixe people have made their own, as well as in the 
institutions and forms of organisation they have built 
to defend their language, their territory and their 
identity.

This updating of their culture and the constant 
reconfiguration of their identity endows the Mixe 
people with a capacity for action that few indigenous 
communities in Mexico and the rest of the Americas 
possess. The restitution of cyclical time and the 
infinite alternation of the original movement 
are elements common to all forms of cultural 
regeneration on the American continent, from which it 
follows that colonisation and the European presence 
do not imply the subversion of the cosmic order, 
but rather its interruption. We live not in the upside-
down world, but in the non-world, where the rhythmic 
concatenation of life and death, up and down, seed 
and flower, day and night, man and woman, cannot 
continue. In that non-world, the cycles have stopped 
and humanity no longer preserves or completes it, but 
finds itself on the outside, under Western and modern 
teleological transcendence.

An allegory of the resistance of the Mixe people is 
to be found in the Kondoy myth, the story of a god 
hatched from an egg together with his sister, Tajëëw, a 
horned viper. Kondoy grows up to become a giant and 
faces the enemies of his people, while establishing 
the Mixe territory and its centres of political power. 
Just like the Mixe people, Kondoy appropriates the 
appropriation, subjugates the subjugators and defeats 
the victors; he subverts the world. After his journey, 
Kondoy takes refuge in a cave on the Zempoaltépetl 
hill, where he is still to be found, while his sister has 
been transformed into a rock formation. Landscape 
and epic become one.

Through documentary, bibliographic and iconographic 
research, as well as field work and interviews, led by 
the art historian, artist and critic Mariana Botey, the 
project engages with the Kondoy myth and the many 
fables it has generated from different perspectives. 
Moreover, analysing and reflecting on all this material 
makes it possible to explore the basic structure of 
the myth and its social, territorial, political, spatial 



and topographical implications. Ultimately, the 
exhibition sets out to address a new interpretation 
of history, built around the notion of indigenisms and 
neo-indianisms, putting forward a new theoretical 
reformulation of transindigenisms as catalysts 
for modern and contemporary art. This present 
proposal, with implications for the future, advances 
a new understanding of the influx of intersections 
and displacements leading to an original and unique 
aesthetic form of production of the region’s cultural 
meanings.

The exhibition opens with an intervention that 
connects the natural and landscape elements of 
the Mixe region with the protagonists of the Kondoy 
myth. In the gallery space, twenty banners made by 
Francisco ‘Taka’ Fernández and Dr Lakra present a 
sequential narrative of the myth. From an amalgam 
of objects found in second-hand markets, forming an 
allegory of the different moments and elements of 
the story, Dr Lakra and Mariana Botey have designed 
the totem that can be seen in the centre of the 
space. Finally, a filmic essay directed by Mariana 
Botey, edited in collaboration with Pablo Escoto 
Luna and cinematography by Brian Cross and the 
Mochilla team, focuses on the variants of the myth: 
a recreation of Kondoy’s presence in the landscape, 
territory, ritual, politics, language and belief.
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MACBA Friends
Consult exclusive visits for 
MACBA Friends at macba.cat.

MACBA
Museu d’Art Contemporani
de Barcelona
Plaça dels Àngels, 1
08001 Barcelona
macba.cat 

Follow us

#MixeMACBA

Opening hours 
Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays,
11 am to 7.30 pm
(from 25 June to 24
September, 10 am to 8 pm)
Tuesdays, except public
holidays, closed
Sundays and public holidays,
10 am to 3 pm

Saturdays, from 4 to 8 pm, free 
admission thanks to Uniqlo.

The entrance ticket to the 
museum is valid for one month. 
Activate it at reception and 
come back as often as you like.

Become a MACBA Friend 
from €18 a year.

Wednesday, 9 November

6.30 pm Discussion prior to the opening with Mariana Botey, 
Pablo Arredondo and Elvira Dyangani Ose,  
Director of MACBA

7.30 pm  Exhibition Opening

8 pm DJ session with Dr Lakra and Brian Cross

With the support of:

With the collaboration of:

A project by Mariana Botey, in collaboration with  
Dr Lakra, Taka Fernández and Brian Cross, curated by Pablo 
Arredondo Vera.

Produced by Hacer Noche–Promised Land, in collaboration 
with MACBA, with the participation of University of California 
San Diego and the Casa de la Cultura Oaxaqueña.

MACBA app 
Enjoy the additional information and audio descriptions of a 
selection of works from the exhibition with the MACBA app. It also 
gives you detailed information about other exhibitions and activities, 
as well as videos, curious facts and all the practical information you 
need to visit the museum.


